10 Tips for Buying a Home
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1.

Before house hunting, get pre-approved. Save time by looking at homes that match your
budget. A pre approval puts you in a better position to make a serious oﬀer when you do ﬁnd
the right home.

2.

Wants vs. Needs. Starting with just a few key factors that matter most to your ‘needs’ will
simplify and speed up your home search. Make a list of your highest priorities, such as
number of bedrooms, home style and location. Once you've covered all the ‘needs’, you
can start adding the ‘wants’.

3.

Location, location, location. See how far you would have to travel from each neighborhood
you’re considering to engage in your most common activities, such as theaters, health clubs
or church.

4.

Noise. Be aware of your proximity to busy streets, railroads, air traﬃc patterns and airports.
Sometimes these areas can be very noisy.

5.

Commuting. Make the commute to a home you are considering from your work location
during rush hour to make sure that you are comfortable with the drive.

6.

Make personal observations. Once you’ve narrowed your focus to two or three neighborhoods,
go there and walk around. Pick a warm day if you can and chat with people working or
playing outside. Does the neighborhood meet your expectation?

7.

Find out if the neighborhood is safe. Ask the police department for neighborhood crime
statistics. Consider not only the number of crimes but also the type — such as burglaries or
armed robberies. Your insurance agent can pull any past claims on the home which may also
indicate recent crimes.

8.

Check out the school district. This is especially important if you have children, but it also
can aﬀect resale value. The Local Department of Education can provide test scores, class size,
percentage of students who attend college, and special enrichment programs. If you have
school-age children, plan a visit. Also, check out local school information:
www.schoolmatters.com
www.schooldigger.com

9.

Have the house inspected. Are there any defects? What are the costs to
improve or remodel?

10.

Understand how the bidding process works. Your oﬀer
should be fair, reasonable and within your budget.

This is not a commitment to lend. Program restrictions apply. All ﬁrst mortgage products are provided by Premia Mortgage, LLC dba Premia Relocation Mortgage. Premia Mortgage, LLC dba Premia Relocation Mortgage is headquartered
at 1111 W. Long Lake Road, Suite 102, Troy, MI 48098, (248) 641-1540. Company NMLS #458540 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org). Premia Relocation Mortgage oﬀers many loan products; contact a representative for more information.
Premia Relocation Mortgage is licensed, registered, or exempt from licensing to conduct business in the following states which require license disclosure on advertising materials. Premia Relocation Mortgage may not be available in your
area. Arizona Mortgage Banker License # 0918547; Licensed by the Department of Business Oversight under the California Residential Mortgage Lending Act RMLA# 4131152; Georgia Residential Mortgage Licensee # 32263; Illinois
Residential Mortgage Licensee #MB.6761058; Kansas Licensed Mortgage Company MC.0025441; Massachusetts Mortgage Lender License # ML 458540; Licensed by the Mississippi Department of Banking and Consumer Finance; Missouri
Residential Mortgage Loan Broker Registration License #17-2170 (Premia's in-state oﬃce is located at 311 Kansas Avenue, Independence, MO 64050; Licensed by the New Hampshire Banking Department; Licensed by the N.J. Department
of Banking and Insurance; Licensed Mortgage Banker - N.Y.S. Banking Department; Ohio Certiﬁcate of Registration #MB.804147.000; Rhode Island Licensed Lender; Registered under Texas SML Mortgage Banker Registration;
Virginia State Corporation Commission Lender License #MC-5820; Washington Consumer Loan Company License #CL-458540; for State of Nevada residents Premia Mortgage, LLC is a mortgage lender promoting the loan
products or services contained in this article; the business phone number that Premia Relocation Mortgage maintains on ﬁle with the State of Nevada Department of Business and Industry is (248) 641-1540.
©2018 Premia Mortgage, LLC dba Premia Relocation Mortgage. All Rights Reserved.

